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ABORTION — SAFE ACCESS ZONES 
Statement by Minister for Women’s Interests 

MS S.F. McGURK (Fremantle — Minister for Women’s Interests) [9.26 am]: I rise on behalf of the Minister for 
Health and as the Minister for Women’s Interests to acknowledge the first anniversary of the implementation of safe 
access zones in Western Australia. From 18 August 2021, this government strengthened the protections for those 
seeking legal abortion procedures by legislating safe access zones around premises that provide abortion services. 
This has been an enormous success. Before the implementation of safe access zones, women were being confronted 
by protesters when accessing abortion services. The behaviour of these protesters had a profound impact on both 
patients and staff working at these clinics. 
For the past year, women and their support persons have been accessing abortion services in a safe and private 
manner without fear of harassment or intimidation. The changes provide for a safe access zone of 150 metres around 
these services and prohibit harassing, intimidating and threatening a person accessing premises. The new laws also 
prohibit a person from publishing and distributing recordings of a person accessing premises at which abortions 
are provided. The right to safety, privacy, dignity and respect when accessing health care should be fiercely 
protected, and these protections also extend to the dedicated staff who work at these facilities. Just as all workers 
have a right to a safe workplace, people who work at abortion clinics have a right to attend their workplace free 
from obstruction and harassment. 
This is an achievement that Parliament should be proud of and an achievement that the McGowan government has 
been pleased to lead. More challenges remain, and our government continues to be committed to protecting the 
reproductive rights of Western Australian women and equitable access to abortion services. 
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